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The United States has suceessfully flown the world’s

most advan;ed warplane, but apparently hasn’t de-
cided yet what military role it will fill. .

‘Russian missiles over China,clare that a new tecrostor
and Cuba. An advanced “U-3,"|is nceded to get to vixisiing

.therefore, could have a recon-{Ru.ws.i;m bombers
somicArctic

‘naissance mission in
seivreumstances, but the United
States has developed Samas

over  the
bafore tlhey nan
launech longrange airao-
ground standoff micsiies ke

reconnaissance satellites thatithe Hound Dog or the ahor(ed!

reportedly ean betier perform
the U-2's strategic “spy in the
sky" role.

“the  A-11 development  will
““occatly assist” in the devel-

‘ Devcloped in  seeret. and*
announced with a splash at
President Johnson's first tele- ] . ..
‘vised news conference Satur- ;lnara and his top ad\{lsers
/day, the experimental Lock-|"2Y¢ hot yetl I.)cen convinced
|[beed A-11 aircraft still is|that a $3 billion inicreeptor
‘shrouded in mystery., replacement program is nec-
{A 1\15 the President said, the cssary.
iA-lL has been suceessfully ; ;
itested in “sustained flight” at Prc,t51de.nt Johnson did not
{better than 2000 miles an hour| Mention it, but the A-11 also
;and at allitudes above '70,000/could be useful as a recon-
feet, and hgxs a range of “thou-|naissahece plance. In fact, it
isands of miles.” Existing com-|seems highly likely that when
bat planes have a top specd of originally designed and ord-
«abogt 1600 m.p.h. for short|ered into development in 1959,
range, T g o ]
Unquestionably, the Uni the A-11 was Intended to fal-
States has a prototype floll%cg,,low the high-flying U-2 recon-
mililary plane of phenomenaj. "3 Sfa0nce craift. y
performance, butlwhat is it 'y, »°¢hecd developed the
for? )2, a fragllp. 300-mile-gu-hour
. In his  carefully wordeq: Alreralt -which relied on its
iannouncement, Mr./ Johnsopn TePOrted 90,0000t altitude to
‘said the A-11 is undergoing survive on reconnajssance
extensive tests to determine i i81tS: What is now described

ff'ts capahility as a lbng-range as the A-dl—and, which may
.Interceptor plane. It is s

-

Secrctary Robert 8. McNa-

]

heen originally thel

opmaent of a ecommercial su-
personiv airfiner as wecll as
other military planes. The
A-11 prototypes, however,
cannot be directly adapied lo
developmend of a fransport or
bomber.,

Several things stand in the
way of the Air Foree's strong
proposals to put the A-11
into production as a long-
range inferceptor. McNamara
and his technical advisers
feel that present interceptors
can handle existing Russian
bombers, and the A-11 will be
needed only if the Soviet
Union develops a 1700-t0-2000
nmile-an-hour bomber,

There is no definite intel-
rigence information that Mos-
cow has such a bomber in
the works, other than word
¢ that it plans a fransport with
" such speed, But, it is stressed,
historically, the Russians usu-
ally have based their airliners
on secretly developed bomb-

|
1
)

]

0 re- -‘Bave ’

‘garded by many at the Penta- ' ©'95
.gon, who are debating the
nced” for replacing existing
-9(_)0 to 1400 m.p.h. short-range
-alr defense interceptors tied
. Ito ground radar control—high- missiles. and 1
ly vulnerable to ICBM attack: ot wo other Udsy
—with a new long range subsequen't}y have beerd als
thigher speed; ‘higher altitude most, ,ce‘rtaml‘yu_s h_g@ﬂ_c;own by
‘Planes carrying their own in. )
tercept radsr,

The A-11 can be put into'
procduction as such an advan-
ced, interceptor. But Defengg,

‘the U2 at three times the!
'speed ‘of sound. |
" Gary Bower’s U2 was |
"downed over Russia on May|
+1, 1960, - possibly ™y Sovieti

AR remed o IDalacaeses DOSRNAINDINA -

—may go as high as:

ers, _
Air Force chiefs also de-

President Johnson said that!

iSkybolt which may be in thel

4

Soviet arsenal.

But Defense
gost! that the loss-advanced:
intereeptor  version of the'
TFX, being develaped for the
Navy, may fuifii’ this need at
less cast, They also feel that
American © superiority over
Russia in offensive strategic
missiles and bombers should
prove a sufficient deterrent
against an all-out Soviet at-
tack, .

Admittedly, the A-11 inter-
ceptor, if built and deployed,
could save millions of lives in
case of nuclear war. But many
Pentagon leaders take the
view that a $3.5 billion Civil
Defense fall-out shelter pro-
gram—urged by McNamara
but not accepted by Congress
—and a $15 billion anti-ICBM
program—favored by many at
the Capitol but not yet aec-
cepted by McNamara—take
priority over a new intercep-
tor in this respect.

At any rate, the A-11 does
not yet have a mission as an,
interceptor, and if it has an-
other approved role, this is
one of the still unexplained
mysteries about the exception-

¢Citetals sug-!
1
1,

al new experimental aircraft.
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et . ; . tagon it opens tightly closed doors on
‘?eum at Mach 3 {a whole new family of warplanes. It

In his announcciment of the develop-talso will enable the United States to

ment of the A-11 jel Intéreeptor, Prm‘}safeguard the lead it now holds in com-

dent Johnson has given the public an mercial air transport. In a report fo

exciting glimpse into one of the mOSt'the White House yesterday Eugene R.

carefully guarded secrets of our time. Black and Stanley de J. Osborne said

— ‘The new plane, capable of sustainec{,thalL failure by the United States 1o
Bight at speeds in excess of 2,000 miles develop a new jet airliner would leave

an hour — three times  the speed of American aviation in a “potentially

.sound—had been under developme‘gt dangerous” position. The report. spoke

for more than four years. Neither in_ of the need for “pioneering” new tech-

the trade press nor in the sometimes %n'.'nological skills, and one of these pre-:
discreet talk of the Pentagon had its

> : sumably has to do with the heat bar-’
e}.nstencel <.aven Pecn hinted at. . rier. The A-11 will provide some of the!
The critical importance of the, A-11

o = j answers. It has given the couniry' an!
lies in two fields. One is in the d'tahyery impressive boost in the quest for air:
of an engine capable of genera'tmg ﬂle~;supremacy. N ,
power required to propel a manned R
rvehicle at such great speed iindér. con-
trolled flight conditions.” Even more
‘spectacular, however, is the mastery
of the ieat barrier, The Speod of super-
.sonic planes heretofore lias been
limited by the materials used for cone.
‘struction. At Mach 3, for instance, the
emperature on the skin of a ‘plane :
‘would reach 700 degrees. Aluminum
‘would not hold up under such heat, |
;and the development of the A-11 repre-
isents a significant breakthrough, ac-
|cording to the President, in “'the metal-
{lucgy and fabrication of titanium
N metal.” )
Although the interceptor is an ex-
perimental plane, the application of
the sophisticated technology it repre-
jsents is readily apparent, To the Pen-
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